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ABSTRACT 



In Taiwan, technology education used to be called 
"industrial arts," but was changed to "living technology" in 1997. The goals 
of craftwork in elementary school are to provide an understanding in the 
areas of presentation, appreciation, and practical application of the arts. 
Curriculum content is divided into the three areas. Instruction is 
principally through hands-on experience, audiovisual materials, and field 
trips. The goal in junior high school is to provide knowledge and skills in 
the areas of tools, materials, and production process. The curriculum is 
divided into 13 areas based on materials and process, each area covering 
relevant knowledge and skills. Instructional methods include hands-on 
activity, learning-by-doing, and projects. The aim of industrial arts in 
senior high school is to provide knowledge of industrial technology, develop 
industrial skills, stimulate interest in design and creation, and develop 
good working habits and attitudes. The curriculum uses the integrative 
concept of industrial cluster. Instruction includes laboratory practice, 
audiovisual media, and field trips. Craftwork and industrial technology 
education departments of teachers' colleges and normal universities supply 
teachers . Problems and obstacles are heavy teacher workloads and poor 
teaching environment. Future aims are infusing technology education into 
elementary schools and emphasizing interdisciplinary and experience-based 
curriculum design. ( YLB) 
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The purpose of this booklet is to introduce the 
background, current situation, and future outlook of 
technology education in the Republic of China on 
Taiwan. 

I. Background 

In Taiwan, technology education is called 
“industrial arts”, a name that will be changed to 
“living technology” in the school year of 1997. 

At the elementary-school level, craftwork is 
similar to industrial arts, with an emphasis on work 
education before 1975. Since then, craftwork as a 
subject has concentrated on fine arts and has 
gradually become different from industrial arts. 

At the junior-high-school level, “handicrafts,” 
“work” and "production work“ were the 
predecessors of industrial arts. Initially, industrial 
arts included woodworking, metalworking and 
vine-and-bamboo-working, and gradually 
expanded to include electricity, graphic 
communication, construction, manufacturing, 
information, energy and power, etc. 

In senior high schools, it was only after 1940 
that “work” which was later to become known as 
“industrial ‘arts”, was included in the curriculum. 
Initially, it consisted of drafting, woodworking, 
metalworking and electricity, and gradually 
expanded to include project design and drafting. 




